Tip Sheet for Localizing and Understanding Immigration

There is no shortage of websites dedicated to or talking about immigration but only a small handful that are worth checking regularly:

The Migration Policy Institute
(Known as one of the more balanced and well-informed D.C. think tanks on immigration)
http://www.migrationpolicy.org
Pew Hispanic Center 
(Some of the best demographic information related to immigration)
http://www.pewhispanic.org/
Center for Immigration Studies 
(perhaps the best website from the restrictionist camp)
www.cis.org
Investigative Reporters and Editors in Spanish 
(a new section of the IRE website that focuses heavily on immigration and related issues)
http://www.ire.org/esp/index.html
National Border Patrol Council 
(the website of the Border Patrol union)
http://www.nbpc.net/
If you subscribe to PACER, it’s worth checking federal courts on a regular basis to track cases of interest. This is particularly relevant for reporters based in states along the border, but those cases can impact others spread out across the country.

Talk to people in your community. Soccer coaches, restaurant owners, priests and teachers. Don’t rely on public information officers or activists to put you in touch with undocumented immigrants.

